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Dental care: Goal is to start conversation about oral health
Continued from Page A1

the pilot project could improve dental care for all
children, regardless of income level.
First Tooth will train
staff at two local pediatric
offices and at the county’s
two health clinics to include basic dental care —
such as oral exams and
applying fluoride varnish
to teeth — with the medical services they offer their
Oregon Health Plan patients age 6 and younger.
The goal is to start the
conversation about oral
health between parents,
the child and the pediatrician early on, and then to
“segue into a relationship
with a dental provider and
a dental home,” Trillium
Medical Director Holly Jo
Hodges said.
“We’d like to start those
interventions earlier than
we do now,” she said.
Depending on how the
pilot project pans out,
Trillium hopes to expand
First Tooth training to all
10 of the pediatric offices
it contracts with in Lane
County, Hodges said.
Although the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American
Academy of Pediatric Dentistry both recommend
that children find a “dental home” where they can
receive care on an ongoing basis by age 1. That
isn’t what’s happening locally, however..
“Dentists in our area
don’t generally see kids until they’re 3 years old,” said
Dr. Pilar Bradshaw, a local
pediatrician, whose office,
Eugene Pediatrics, was the
first in Trillium’s pilot project to complete the First
Tooth training and to start
offering dental services to
young patients.
The pediatric group at

Oregon Medical Group’s
Crescent clinic hopes to
begin offering the services
Feb. 1, and the county’s
community health centers, the RiverStone clinic
in Springfield and the
Charnelton clinic in Eugene, plan to start March
1, Hodges said.
“If parents and kids are
used to coming to the pediatrician’s office for all
their medical needs, it
makes all kinds of logical
sense to have their dental needs taken care of at
the same place while we’re
working toward an integrated medical/dental system,” Bradshaw said.
Dr. Jim Ford, a local
pediatric dentist, agrees
that the pediatrician’s office is the logical place for
early oral screenings and
preventive fluoride treatment to take place.
“I think it’s just convenient for parents of
children who are already
getting a well-baby check
to have (dental) be part of
it,” he said. “I just think
it’s a smart play.
“I see no reason why
dentists would not support it,” Ford said. “I can
speak for the (local) pediatric dentists in saying it’s
a great situation. Then we
will get the high-risk kids
who need to be seen.
“It’s a great prevention
vehicle, too, to put fluoride varnish on and such,”
he added.
Ford and most of the
other pediatric dentists
with practices in Lane
County are planning to
treat children covered by
the Oregon Health Plan
at a clinic being set up at
1045 Willagillespie Road.
The Advantage Dental
Care Organization has assigned 5,000 children, age
2 to 12, to the clinic, which
will start seeing patients

FLUORIDE VARNISH
Studies show that applying fluoride varnish directly
on childrens’ teeth at least two times a year can
reduce cavities in baby teeth by 33 percent to 69
percent.
“Most (parents) have been receptive and excited that
this service line is available at their pediatrician’s
office,” said Dr. Pilar Bradshaw, who recently added
dental exams and preventive dental services, such as
fluoride varnish, for her patients age 6 and younger,
as part of a pilot project with Trillium Community
Health Plan, Lane County’s Coordinated Care
Organization.
“It’s a quick-acting, fast-drying directly topical
treatment to the teeth,” she said. “That is appealing
to families, even those who have been reticent to use
fluoride drops.”

in early January, Ford said.
He is hoping that all pediatric dentists with local
private practices also will
put in hours at the clinic.
“My goal is to get everyone there, so there’s a
continuity of care and access to care if (a child has)
an emergency,” Ford said.
Setting up a freestanding clinic was only
possible because Ford happened to move recently
to a new office, he said.
The new 2,800-square foot
clinic will be in his former office; the participating dentists will cover the
lease payments and other
operating costs.
Coordinated Care Organizations were launched
across the state last year
with the goal of be tter health care services
at lower cost to Oregon
Health Plan members.
They are part of Oregon’s
plan to revamp healthcare
in the state.
At its launch Aug. 1,
2012, Trillium Community Health Plan coordinated mental health and
physical health services
for OHP members, which
previously had been handled by separate agencies.
Now it’s folding in dental

health services.
As of Jan. 1, Trillium
will coordinate services of
two dental care organizations: Advantage Dental
Services and Willamette
Dental Group, which cover
about 70 percent of OHP
members in Lane County,
Trillium officials said. By
July 1, Trillium will coordinate the services of two
additional dental care organizations: Capitol Dental
Care and ODS Community
Health Inc., Hodges said.
July 1 is the deadline for
all the state’s CCOs to wrap
in dental services.

Hall and Hodges both
said they believe Trillium
is the first CCO in Oregon to implement the First
Tooth training.
“Trillium is integrating
(dental) sooner than some
of the other CCOs,” said
First Tooth Trainer Karen
Hall. “They’re really ahead
of the curve. It’s really
exciting to see them do
it at that level and pave
the way for other CCOs
to show that that’s a successful model.”
In its pilot project,
Trillium will spend up to
$50,000 to replenish any
supplies initially provided
by First Tooth, and Trillium will track how many
patients are getting oral
health assessments and
fluoride varnish.
When the six months
are up, “we’ll need to determine if that will extrapolate into fur ther
downstream improvements,” and ultimately less
decay, Hodges said. “We
think it will.”
Ford, the pediatric dentist, said that Trillium’s leadership in dental care for the
Oregon Health Plan’s youngest patients could help create a new standard of care

for all pediatric patients
in Lane County, not just
those covered by the Oregon Health Plan.
That already is happening at Eugene Pediatrics, where Bradshaw said
she offers the First Tooth
dental services to all her
patients, and private insurance has been paying
for the services.
“I love that health care
reform is moving in the
direction that pediatrics
has always gone, which
is care that is preventive rather than reactive,”
Bradshaw said.
First Tooth also is trying to spread its early
prevention training
throughout Oregon. In
addition to training doctors and nurses involved
in the Trillium pilot project, First Tooth is training
medical and dental providers to treat children under the age of 3 at other
Lane County sites, including Cottage Grove Community Medical Center,
PeaceHealth Peace Harbor Medical Center in
Florence, Capitol Dental
Smile Keepers in Eugene
and Capitol Dental Group
in Springfield, Hall said.

Ruling: Third party data at center of case
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“We are extremely disappointed with
this decision, which misinterprets the
relevant statutes, understates the privacy
implications of the government’s surveillance and misapplies a narrow and
outdated precedent to read away core
constitutional protections,” he said.
The ruling comes nearly two weeks
after Judge Richard Leon of U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia
said the program most likely violated the
Fourth Amendment
In his ruling, Leon said the program
“infringes on ‘that degree of privacy’ that
the founders enshrined in the Fourth
Amendment,” which prohibits unreasonable searches and seizures.
While Leon ordered the government
to stop collecting data on the two plaintiffs, he stayed the ruling, giving the government time to appeal the decision.
Pauley, whose courtroom is just blocks
from where the World Trade Center towers stood, endorsed arguments made in
recent months by senior government officials — including former FBI director Robert Mueller III — that the program might
have caught the Sept. 11, 2001, hijackers
had it been in place before the attacks.
In the months before Sept. 11, the
NSA had intercepted several calls made
to an al-Qaeda safe house in Yemen.
But because the NSA was not tracking
all phone calls made from the United
States, it did not detect that the calls
were coming from one of the hijackers
who was living in San Diego.
“Telephony metadata would have

furnished the missing information and
might have permitted the NSA to notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation
of the fact that Al-Mihdhar was calling
the Yemeni safe house from inside the
United States,” Pauley said, referring to
the hijacker, Khalid Al-Mihdhar.
Pauley said that the “government
learned from its mistake and adapted
to confront a new enemy: a terror network capable of orchestrating attacks
across the world.”
The government, he added, “launched
a number of countermeasures, including
a bulk telephony metadata collection program — a wide net that could find and
isolate gossamer contacts among suspected terrorists in an ocean of seemingly disconnected data.”
The main dispute between Pauley and
Leon was over how to interpret a 1979
Supreme Court decision, Smith v. Maryland, in which the court said that a
robbery suspect had no reasonable expectation that his right to privacy extended
to the numbers dialed from his phone.
“Smith’s bedrock holding is that an individual has no legitimate expectation of
privacy in information provided to third
parties,” Pauley wrote.
But Leon said in his ruling that advances in technology and suggestions in
concurring opinions in later Supreme
Court decisions had undermined Smith.
The government’s ability to construct a
mosaic of information from countless records, he said, called for a new analysis
of how to apply the Fourth Amendment’s
prohibition of unreasonable government
searches.
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Happy Holidays
from SELCO Insurance Services
This holiday season we reflect on what matters
most. At SELCO Insurance Services, we work with
our clients to protect the investments they hold
most dear. Let us partner with you to ensure
that 2014 is a safe and prosperous New Year.
From all of us at SELCO Insurance Services, best wishes for a
happy holiday season!
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